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“This book is political science at its best. The authors couple compelling empirical evidence with keen insight 
to set the record straight on a wide range of common misunderstanding about American politics and elections. 
Conventional Wisdom should be required reading for any course in American elections – and maybe even for 
the public at large.” – Costas Panagopoulos, Director of the Center for Electoral Politics and Democracy, 
Fordham University 
 
“This book is a marvelous antidote for the misinformation that poisons the American bloodstream about our 
politics and government. Conventional wisdom is often wrong, whereas this sensible volume gets it right. 
Read it, and then you may not have to take two aspirin and call your spin doctor in the morning!” – Larry J. 
Sabato, Director of the Center for Politics, University of Virginia 
 
“[T]his volume is a timely analysis of popular beliefs on important issues….The book would serve admirably 
as a supplemental textbook for a course on U.S. government or elections….Summing Up: Highly 
recommended.” – John Heyrman, Berea College, in Choice (February 2008) 
 
“The writing is clear, and even the more technical sections are approachable….The book covers much of the 
ground that I wish to cover in my course.” – James A. McCann, Perdue University 
 
“The perfect election year supplement for my American politics text.” – Leonard Williams, Manchester 
College 
 
“[A] very good text for discussing the then upcoming presidential election. It offered a good mix of voting 
data and very timely analysis. Students could easily see the relevance of the challenges to the ‘conventional 
wisdom.’” – Paul R. Schulman, Mills College 
 
“To have a text that is very readable without sacrificing the subtleties and sophistication of the content is a 
blessing.’” – Christopher P. Gilbert, Gustavus Adolphus College 


